Statementto

Parliament

by The Hon. Pearnel Charles Jr.

Minister of Labour and Social Security
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Madam Speaker, | rise to address a matter of great urgency, one which pertains
to the well-being of the people of our beloved nation, Jamaica. | refer to the
matter of the provision of relief to the households affected by the passage of
Hurricane Beryl, which battered the southern parishes of Jamaica on July 3,
2024.

As the chair of the Humanitarian Assistance Committee (HAC) of the National
Disaster Risk Management Council (NDRMC) the Ministry of Labour and Social
Security activated its disaster relief management plan.

BACKGROUND

The Ministry of Labour and Social Security
(MLsS) is the primary agency responsible
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e coordinating emergency welfare
activities
distribution of relief supplies to victims
of disasters, including persons in
shelters
household damage assessments and

payment of any grants/emergency
relief assistance

PRE-HURRICANE PREPARATION

The Ministry’s response included the
following:

e In preparation for the Hurricane,
parish offices with storage capacity
were issued with emergency relief
supplies

Lines of credit totaling $15.5M were
activated with suppliers, within the
parishes of St. Thomas, Portland,
Trelawny, St. James, St. Elizabeth,
Manchester, Clarendon, Hanover, St.
Mary and Westmoreland, to facilitate
procurement of relief supplies to
enable immediate response.
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